Ch 18 sec 3 notes
The Cold War at Home

Americans were concerned about the spread of Communism, and how it might threaten the security of the US


Soviet dominance of Eastern Europe


The Chinese Revolution and the rise of Mao Zedong and the Communists

Reality ( at the height of WWII there were 100,000 Americans who claimed membership in the Communist Party in the US.  The question for most was where would their loyalty lie, with the US or the Soviet Union if it came down to a conflict between them?  

March 1947 HST puts together a Loyalty Review Board to investigate government employees that might be disloyal to the US.  The US Attorney General put together a list of 91 subversive organizations – any employee who belonged to any of these could be dismissed.  Some of these organizations were affiliated with peace movements, some with racist activities, some with actual Communist groups the list changed and grew over time before being eliminated by President Nixon. 
Between 1947 and 1951 3.2million were investigated, 212 dismissed as risks, 2900 resigned rather than face investigation.  No one under investigation was allowed to see the evidence against them. 

HUAC – the House of Representatives put together this committee to find communists in and outside the American government. This group achieved notoriety when it began to investigate the film industry.  

The claim was that Communists were slipping propaganda into films – pro-Soviet propaganda made during the war was often cited as cause for this suspicion. 
43 witnesses were subpoenaed to appear in September 1947 – some were friendly and offered evidence to support the committee’s theories, others  were not friendly, including the Hollywood 10  who refused to appear and were sent to prison instead. 

A black list is created based on this testimony by Hollywood executives who didn’t want the government to regulate their business. This list prevented anyone suspected of communist sympathies or activities from working in the entertainment industry.  Writers, producers, actors and directors were barred from working – about 500 of them – and many careers were destroyed because of this list. 

THE MCCARRAN ACT --  IN 1950 the Congress passed a bill that said that it was unlawful to plan any act that might lead to the establishment of a totalitarian dictatorship in the US – Truman vetoed the bill saying that we could punish people for actions but not for their opinions – Congress enacted the law over Truman’s veto. 

SPY CASES 

ALGER HISS – In 1948 a former communist spy named Whittaker Chambers accused State Department lawyer Alger Hiss of spying for the USSR.

Chambers had some microfilm that he claimed had been produced on Hiss’ typewriter, that seemed lend some weight to these charges.  The statute of limitations had run out for espionage charges so Hiss was charged with perjury instead and Hiss went to jail for a time.  Richard Nixon made his name in Congress with his prosecution of Hiss and within four years became VP of the United States.  

Hiss maintained that he was innocent all along.  Soviet cables later released implicate Hiss as a Soviet spy.

ROSENBERGS --  September 3 1949  the USSR exploded its first atomic bomb.  It came far earlier than scientists had predicted it would – three to five years earlier.  It was suspected that they had received information to help them with their research. 
In 1950 Klaus Fuchs admitted giving the USSR information about the US bomb program.  He implicated Julius and Ethel Rosenberg, who were activists in the American Communist party.  Ethel’s brother Richard Greenglass and his wife were also implicated and turned states’ evidence on his sister and her husband in exchange for immunity and a reduced sentence. 
The Rosenberg’s lawyer had them plead the 5th Amendment when asked if they were Communists, and deny the charges against them.  They mounted nearly no defense to the charges and were found guilty of espionage and sentenced to death in the electric chair.  The presiding judge Irving Kaufman declared their crime was “worse than murder” and might result in the death of millions – he felt that it had emboldened the Soviets and brought on the Korean War. 

Despite worldwide protests the Rosenbergs were executed in June 1953.  They left behind two very young sons. 

JOE MCCARTHY AND THE COMMUNIST WITCH HUNT 

In order to assure his re-election to the US Senate in 1952 Joe McCarthy realized he would need to make a splash.  He began to charge that Communists were taking over the US government.  This  accusation of Communist ties to slander people without any real evidence of their involvement becomes known as McCarthyism.  At various times JM claimed to have a list with 57, 81 and eventually 201 names of communists that worked in the State Department – he never actually produced a single name of anyone. He was always careful to call out individuals while in the Senate where immunity protected him from slander charges. 
His fellow Republicans did nothing to stop him from these accusations because they liked the notoriety that it stirred up and thought it would help them win the presidency in 1952 if they were seen as the party that was tough on Communism. 

Some spoke out – six in fact—but their protests were overwhelmed by the anti-Communist hysteria. 

