Johnson and Vietnam
pp. 734 – 735 and Ch. 22 secs 2, 3 and 4

LBJ’S FOREIGN POLICY

At first LBJ takes the same tack as Truman – containment

Goldwater taunts him in the 1964 election – why not victory?  why only this?

Johnson quotes the Bible “Hitherto shalt thou come, but not further.” --  Johnson sees his job as keeping the status quo.

A. In the USSR, a change of leadership: Khrushchev out, Brezhnev in:
On October 14, 1964, while Khrushchev was on holiday, the conspirators struck. Brezhnev and Podgorny appealed to the Central Committee, blaming Khrushchev for economic failures, and accusing him of voluntarism (believing that his will was more important than the state’s interests) and immodest behavior. Influenced by the Brezhnev allies, Politburo members voted to remove Khrushchev from office. Brezhnev was appointed Party First Secretary which he uses to eventually take control of the government

K had been more and more erratic as he got older, and the party leadership lost confidence in his ability to lead the USSR.  Interesting that they were still worried enough about his power that they had to wait until he was gone to oust him….

B.  Vietnam –

I.  Quickie review on the story so far…..


French colony


WWII vs. Japanese, French flee, Ho fights Japan


Ho, can he keep French out after war? – Vietminh and Hanoi capital

Eisenhower goes in to support the French

Ho separates the North, Communist, bad


Diem in the South, bad news but we stick with him


Promised elections are withdrawn because Diem knows he’ll lose

Rise of the Viet Cong in the south 


Kennedy stays the course at first, 


Diem is overthrown, and killed, Kennedy changes his mind about Vietnam but is 


shot before he can end US involvement “in the final analysis it’s their 


war”


Johnson gets Vietnam with 16,000 troops in place – it becomes his war.

            Does not want to be seen as soft on Communists – or an appeaser….so sticks it 


out with the S. Vietnamese

II.  LBJ’s war – what came to define his presidency…..


a the Gulf of Tonkin
                     US is conducting secret raids into the North

   the Maddox, a destroyer class Navy vessel was gathering information about these raids when it was struck by a torpedo fired by a N. Vietnamese patrol boat – returned fire and damaged the boat. 

Two days later the Maddox and another destroyer were off the N. Viet coast in bad weather
Sonar crew reports torpedos fired, and the ships return fire although later the crew of the Maddox claimed hearing no hostile fire…

LBJ responds to the attack by launching bombing strikes on N. Vietnam – asks Congress for power to take “all necessary measures to repel any armed attack against the forces of the United States and to prevent further aggression”
Congress approves – “Tonkin Gulf Resolution” passed on Aug. 7th 1964.  Not a declaration of war, just the permission for the president to wield military power as he saw fit in Vietnam.  Kind of a major blank check for Johnson – he’d had the document prepared months beforehand and was just waiting for something to happen so he could push it through Congress. 

b. Operation Rolling Thunder:

February 1965 – a Vietcong attack kills eight Americans. 

             Johnson authorizes “Operation Rolling Thunder” – the first sustained bombing of 

North Vietnam


 Authorizes US troops  -- begin arriving in March, 50,000 in country by June

C.  Escalation

book p. 742 Section 2 US INVOLVEMENT AND ESCALATION:

Even though during the election Johnson sounded a moderate note about Vietnam “I’m not about to send American boys 9 or 10,000 miles away from home to do what Asian boys ought to be doing for themselves” by March 1965 he was doing just that…
Johnson keeps Kennedy’s top advisors,  they urge him to take a strong stand in V – popular support was 61% for US involvement in V

By the end of 1965 – 180,000 troops in country – Gen Westmoreland requesting more because the ARVN was not able to stand on its own. Johnson complied bringing the number of troops at this end of 1967 to about 500,000

D. This war looked different from any we’d seen

 1. Jungle (and rice paddy) warfare:  


Elusive enemy, familiar with the terrain, guerilla warriors attack and 



retreat into civilian population

            Snakes, bugs, leeches, heat, booby traps, land mines


War of attrition, gradual wearing down of the enemy – our plan against them, 


turns out to be their plan against us; no matter how many casualties are 


taken they do not give up

US sees war as military struggle / Vietcong sees it as a battle to survive


Use of Agent Orange and Napalm to defoliate and uncover enemy means 

                         considerable civilian casualties – search and destroy missions that

                         burned villages and killed livestock in areas with suspected Vietcong

                         ties created 3 million refugees in S.V. 

2. The war is not going well for a bunch of reasons.


S.V. gov’t not improving with new leadership under Nguyen Cao Ky, causing 


political strife within the war that was already going on
     
US troop morale begins to deteriorate over time when the Vietcong is not beaten 


quickly as thought, issues with unwilling draftees, later the soldiers were



realizing that they were expected to go on fighting even as the withdrawl 


was being negotiated.

3.  War costs tank the Great Society – can’t pay for guns and butter at the same time.

 Reforms are put on hold, or abandoned altogether to pay for the war

4.  And it’s in your living room, every night…..

             the news was that we were doing well, and achieving great victories  and the 


Vietcong was on the verge of surrender (McNamara: could “see the light 


at the end of the tunnel”)

             the video on the nightly news was grim and gruesome – body bags,  casualties, 



not the sunny spin that the body counts projected.  16,000 American
                        dead by 1967 – a credibility gap between what was real and what was 



reported by the Johnson administration.   the public at the end of 1967 was 

evenly split on the war 50% for (Hawks) and 50% against (Doves)

D.  Doves v. Hawks – the war at home:

1.  Who fights this war?


a.  The draft – all males between 18 – 26 were required to register for the draft 



and unless they were excluded (for specific medical, philosophical or 


social reasons) they were eligible to be called for military service. 

                        i.  “a very manipulable system” –

                        
friendly doctors give medical excuses




married men not drafted at first




join Coast Guard or National Guard (not used in Vietnam)




college deferments – only good if you could afford college





means that most soldiers were poor, or working class





with a high proportion of young men of color


ii. African Americans were 10% of the population, and 20% of the combat deaths,

 

racial issues from home spilled into combat at times, with violence and



hostility an issue in some combat units.


iii.  protests about unfairness of the system causes changes, so no deferments for 


married men or graduate students, and in 1969 the draft lottery ends all 


student deferments.  

            iv.  women were not drafted but many volunteered to serve as military nurses, or



USO and Red Cross workers.

2.  Opposition to the war grows 

a.  beginning in spring of 1965 colleges begin to have “teach-ins” to inform 


people about the war. 


1965 – spring teach-ins

                        April march on Washington 20,000



November march on Washington 30,000

           February 1966 – must be in good academic standing for deferment

                               SDS counsels students to flee to Canada, or other sympathetic country

                                to avoid the draft/ calls for civil disobedience at Selective Service 


        centers (400 chapters of SDS by end of 1969)

           1967 – 
Spring:  500,000 protesters in Central Park NYC – draft cards are burned



October:  75,000 demonstrators at the Lincoln Memorial, 30,000 go on to

                                march on the Pentagon. 

3.  the country is divided:  Hawks and Doves

        Doves:  strongly opposed the war

        Hawks:  strongly supported the war

         By the end of 1967 70% of Americans objected to the protesters as “disloyal” – 


America: Love it or Leave It.

                        Johnson’s own administration was beginning to disagree – McNamara

                                 resigns to head up the World Bank, problems with the mission…

E. AND THEN IT WAS 1968…………………….book p. 748 Ch 22 sec 4

the Tet Offensive – January 1968 

January 30th 1968 = Vietnamese New Year’s Eve – preparations had been going on for a week, people and stuff going back and forth during the truce proclaimed around the holiday.  – Funerals for war victims mean coffins being transported – carrying weapons and supplies for Vietcong forces. 

That night there were simultaneous attacks in 100 villages and towns throughout S.V., 12 US air bases and the US embassy in Saigon.   the Tet Offensive lasts about a month before the Vietcong are defeated – losing 32,000 soldiers to the US/ARVN losses of about 3000. 

The military viewed it as a huge victory, but the battle shook the American public’s faith in the war and the Johnson administration – it seemed the enemy was everywhere

Post-Tet the nation is split 40% for and 40% against the war.  The credibility gap is wider than ever. The media, and the public are losing faith in the US ability to win the war.  Clark Clifford, the new secretary of state characterizes Vietnam as a “sinkhole” and an unwinnable war

After Tet, 60% of Americans disapproved of the war, and Johnson’s handling of it.  
March 16 1968 – My Lai Massacre p. 756 – is not discovered by the public until November of 1969…..

March 31, 1968 - Johnson’s announcement at the end of March that we should take a new tack in V,  de-escalate our level of troops, bombing should be slowed and ended and S.Vietnam should take over a larger role in the war. .oh, and by the way…..that he doesn’t want to run for president again after a very narrow victory in the New Hampshire Dem primary – 48 to 42% of the vote.   Can’t put the country through the chaos of a partisan fight for the presidency.  (He’s also really sick, but nobody knows that.);’/ The war had cost him the ability to go on with the Great Society programs he truly wanted to do and it was time to go.

Four days later MLK is killed, two months later Bobby Kennedy is killed after giving his victory speech winning the CA primary.  

Anti-war protests spread to campuses around the country – 40,000 students in 200 major protests on over 100 campuses. 

It is a world out of control, or it certainly seemed like it was…...  

VII.  THE ELECTION OF 1968 p. 751

1.  the Democratic Convention in Chicago – August 1968

 
Lyndon Johnson out of the picture and Bobby Kennedy dead

            Hubert Humphrey and Eugene McCarthy duke it out for the nomination



McCarthy is the popular anti-war candidate

                        Humphrey is Johnson’s VP and has the nomination in the bag

             Along with delegates 10,000 protesters arrive in Chicago to protest Humphrey or 


the war or both,  the Youth International Party or Yippies came to just

                        cause trouble and discredit the convention

             Richard J. Daley, Mayor of Chicago is having none of it – 12,000 cops and 5,000 

National Guard troops are called to the city to maintain “law and order”

             August 28th as the convention voted the protesters were gathered in Grant Park to march on the convention – with tv cameras in place the police beat and maced protesters who retaliated with rocks and bottles chanting “the whole world is watching”, soon it was impossible to tell who was a protester and who was a bystander so the police just beat them all. 

the riot spilled out of the park and into downtown, many protesters now just trying to get away – the McCarthy headquarters became a makeshift first aid station for the injured. 

Inside the hall the delegates were fighting over the anti-war plank for the party platform, and weren’t much better behaved than the crowd outside.  The picture was chaos inside and out at the convention.  Democrats were the party of disorder……

Which left the Republicans…..

Nixon easily won his party’s nomination for President and ran on a “law and order” platform, promising to end all the protests, chaos and oh, yes, the war in Vietnam. 

very appealing to the majority of Americans who were tired of all the protests, and insanity. 

And also…..Alabama governor George Wallace who refused to integrate the U of AL. 

Third party candidate George Wallace entered the race as the anti-integration candidate – the “white backlash” candidate.  He wins GA, AL, MS, AR, LA plus takes away votes in the northern states that were traditionally Democratic – white working-class voters who were tired of the riots and the protests. 

Results:

Nixon       31,785,480                301

HHH        31,275,166                191 

Wallace       9,906,473                 46

