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The Berlin Wall divided
families as well as the
land itself. Relatives
had to settle for distant
looks and shouted con-
versations over the wall.
Actual visits were rare.

The Berlin Wall was much more than mortar and bricks, but a system
of barriers, guards, and deterrents.

Interpreting Visuals What were the methods used to keep people
from crossing from East Berlin into West Berlin?

See Skills Handbook, p. H18
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strip” existed on the
East German side of
the wall. Persons who
entered this zone
without permission
often were shot.

Only authorized persons
could pass into or out of
West Berlin. This took
place at closely guarded
checkpoints.

Watchtowers equipped with search-
lights, machine guns, and East
German sharpshooters surveyed
the death strip. Later, unmanned
automatic firing systems were
installed that shot any moving
thing detected in the death strip.

Tank traps and barbed wire
prevented vehicles from crash-
ing through the fence that
marked the death strip. They

also made escape more difficult {
for those trying to flee on foot.
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