Chapter 20 section 2
The New Frontier + Kennedy’s Vietnam

P. 732-733

Kennedy and Vietnam:

Kennedy continues Eisenhower’s policies in Vietnam

1.  continues to support Ngo Dinh Diem


2.  Dems are viewed as soft on communism, Kennedy feels he must counteract 

       this view



-- sends increased financial aid 

            -- sends thousands “military advisers” to train S Vietnamese army



     16,000 in country by 1963

Diem’s government is in trouble


1. corruption plagues the government’s ability to function


2. Diem refuses to institute land reform as Ho did in the North


3. Vietcong strength and presence is growing in the south –



-- Diem’s plan “strategic hamlet program” – uprooting



   villagers to protected areas to prevent recruiting and



   attacks on civilian populations


– much resentment to this program – Viets are very rooted to ancestral



   lands culturally and do not willingly leave the burial sites of ancestors


4. intensified attacks on Buddhism – 



-- Diem’s response to protests by Buddhists of his 



    policies: imprisoned and killed hundreds of Buddhist 



    clerics, destroyed Buddhist temples




-- several monks and nuns publicly immolate themselves

-- horrified US officials “recommend” that Diem stop the           
persecutions, but he refuses.


To stabilize South Vietnam Diem must be removed as the leader


1.  November 1, 1963  the South Vietnamese army with US support


     conducts a coup and takes over the government



-- Despite Kennedy’s express request Diem is assassinated in the 

                            coup



-- Military leaders vie for leadership of the country, none can


    create a stable government


            -- Kennedy announces his intention to withdraw US troops from 



    S. Vietnam, “In the final analysis, it’s their war.” dies before he can 


    begin the process

The crisis in Vietnam is handed over to LBJ who sees withdrawl as appeasement and

chooses to stay in the fight.

P. 679  The New Frontier

Kennedy calls his vision for the future “the New Frontier” in his acceptance speech at the Democratic convention:
…the New Frontier is here, whether we seek it or not. Beyond that frontier are the uncharted areas of science and space, unsolved problems of peace and war, unconquered pockets of ignorance and prejudice, unanswered questions of poverty and surplus. It would be easier to shrink back from that frontier, to look to the safe mediocrity of the past, to be lulled by good intentions and high rhetoric.... I believe the times demand new invention, innovation, imagination, decision. I am asking each of you to be pioneers on that New Frontier. My call is to the young in heart, regardless of age – to all who respond to the Scriptural call: “Be strong and of good courage; be not afraid, neither be thou dismayed.”

Kennedy struggles with making the vision a reality:


1.  Couldn’t gather enough votes to support his social programs



-- medical care for the elderly



-- concentrated federal aid for urban renewal



-- federal aid for public education

            2.  Conservative Republicans and Southern Dems block Kennedy just


      as they had blocked Truman’s Fair Deal social programs

            3.  Kennedy lacks the mandate from the voters, decides to play it safe for his first 

     term


Successful programs


1.  Boosting the economy – unemployment at 6%



-- Kennedy encourages deficit spending (like FDR’s New Deal)

                              and reduced taxes to get the economy going again



-- Increased defense spending, up by 20% for new conventional weapons



      systems, new nuclear missiles, new nuclear submarines, general 

                              expansion of the armed services

                        -- Increased the minimum wage to $1.25/hour

                        -- Extended unemployment insurance, with assistance to cities where

                              unemployment was highest


2.  Addressing poverty abroad 


-- campaign promise to create a program of volunteers to assist



     developing nations of Africa, Asia and Latin America – the Peace 


     Corps




 – critics derided it as “Kennedy’s Kiddie Korps” 

                                           since many were just out of college, some foreign

                                           leaders questioned the usefulness of Americans dealing

                                           with other cultures

                                    -- people of all ages and backgrounds volunteer

                                    -- agricultural advisers, teachers, health aides, whatever the

                                         host country needed

                                    -- By 1968 more than 35,000 volunteers had served in 60

                                          nations around the world

                      -- Alliance for Progress in Latin America -- $12 billion to avoid another 


Cuba situation.  The program brought development, but little political 


reform

3.  Race to the Moon 

                      -- First manned space mission 4.12.61  Yuri Gragarin of the USSR

                      -- within four weeks US sends up Alan Shepard, soon John Glenn orbits the 

                           Earth for the first

                      -- Telstar – communications satellite relays live TV from Maine to Europe 


    later that year

                      -- NASA is created, launch facilities in FL, mission control in TX -- LBJ

                         9.12.62 Address on the Nation’s Space Effort:

                 “We choose to go to the moon in this decade and do the other things, not 


because they are easy, but because they are hard, because that goal will 


serve to organize and measure the best of our energies and skills, because 


that challenge is one that we are willing to accept, one we are unwilling to 


postpone, and one we 
intend to win…”



-- Seven years later July 20 1969 Neil Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin land 


the LEM  craft Eagle on the Moon in the Apollo 11 mission. 



-- Space program spurs expansion of science study at all levels of 



American education, creates new technologies and new industries – 


consumer goods like Velcro, Tang

 4.  Addressing Domestic poverty and inequality



The issues-- 




-- “The Other America” Michael Harrington – exposes the extent 




of poverty in the US (1962)  50m/less than 1K per year –

                                    
shocking to many Americans

                       

 -- Civil rights demonstrations in the south are making the issues of 

                                   

segregation in the forefront of American consciousness

                        Kennedy did not tackle these issues head on in the first two years of his 


presidency because he did not feel he had the political capital needed to 


get laws passed in Congess

                                   -- In 1963 he decides to take action:

   -- he calls for an “national assault on the causes of 
poverty” to address the issues of poverty in the US                   

· he charges Robert and the Justice Department with investigating racial injustices in the South

· he proposes a sweeping civil rights bill, and a tax

      cut of over $10B

-- he decides to go to Texas to mend relations with the

    Texas democratic party

1963 is a rough year for the Kennedys
             June – Trip to Berlin – Ich bin ein Berliner speech

             August – Patrick Bouvier Kennedy is born prematurely

                               and dies within three days, Jacqueline goes into

                               a deep depression and is very tortured by the death

              November – Dallas

November 22 1963 – JFK is shot while riding in a limosine in motorcade through Dallas

Television becomes the window on the situation -- the crisis is covered live on television 

           LBJ takes the oath on Air Force One with Jackie by his side

           Oswald is caught, then shot by Jack Ruby on live television
           The funeral is on television
The nation stands still for four days

Warren Commission – conspiracy theories

        single bullet theory

        multiple shots, the grassy knoll

        Zapgruder film

LBJ took up the reigns of the government, and the programs JFK had left undone. The government passed smoothly to the new president proving the resiliency of the system. 

