Chapter 20 section 1
The Camelot Years –

The Kennedys, young, handsome and full of energy were a big change from the Eisenhowers in the White House. JFK was bright, charming and witty and he and Jacqueline filled the white house with artists, poets and intellectuals

The public was transfixed with the family. Media full of pics, family, kids. JFK’s speed reading, Jackie’s fashion and love of the arts. JFK used the press to promote the family image, encouraged the press to photograph the kids – even though Jackie preferred that they be kept out of the public eye.  
The true nature of JFK’s life was quite different: 
suffering from Addison's disease, a rare endocrine disorder in which the adrenal gland produces insufficient amounts of steroid hormones. While in the Navy his ship was attacked and he injured his back severely – suffering from back pain the rest of his life. The nature of this and other medical problems were kept secret from the press and public throughout Kennedy's lifetime.  
His marriage to Jackie was not as it seemed either – he, like his dad, was a notorious womanizer and was known to pursue a variety of women (who did not run very far or fast).  The Secret Service called two of his secretaries Fiddle and Faddle – they didn’t type or file, but they did turn up for the nude swimming parties that JFK held in the White House pool downstairs from the main building.
JFK took great pains to keep this out of the press, and the press acquiesced,  and JFK saw to it that the public saw him as vital and strong “vigorous” – and it worked. The play Camelot had opened on Broadway in 1960, and the comparison between JFK and his young talented advisors and Arthur and his knights was often made – People still refer to this era as America’s Camelot.

JFK’s advisors – BEST and the Brightest –  
McGeorge Bundy – National Security Advisor and former dean at Harvard U

Robert McNamara – president of Ford Motor Co as sec of defense

Dean Rusk – president of the Rockefeller Foundation – sec of state

Robert F Kennedy – Attorney General and JFK’s closest advisor

Foreign Relations make JFK a Cold Warrior –
Kennedy felt that Ike hadn’t done enough to reign in the Soviet threat.   He wanted to stop communism before it got to our doorstep – he blamed the Republicans for Castro’s takeover and communist govt in Cuba. 

JFK backed off Ike’s brinksmanship approach, believing he needed a range of non-nuclear options to respond to threats – “flexible response”  -- so he boosted conventional military forces – troops, ships, artillery – and created the Green Berets, the Army’s Special Forces response unit.
He tripled the number of nuclear weapons held by the US – the military wanted more, but JFK compromised on just tripling the amount.

These changes allow Kennedy to fight limited wars while maintaining a large arsenal equal or better than the USSR’s  the main deterrence to nuclear war was mutually assured destruction – that both sides would be annihilated if either side started a conflict with nuclear weapons. 
JFK certainly wanted to avoid nuclear conflict…but he was sorely tested.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Berlin Crisis:  Notes – ch 20 sec 1 pt 4

1961 – Berlin is in crisis.  3 million East Germans had fled into West Berlin to escape communist rule. 

This is a PR problem for Khrushchev

It also weakens the economy of E. Germany to lose so many workers

In June 1961 – Vienna summit – K threatens to give E Germany the right to block land access to W Berlin if the US won’t give up its claim to the city

Kennedy says forget it.   K says “I want peace, but if you want war that is your problem”

JFK tells the American people – this is our testing place of our courage and will, we can’t give up Berlin

the superior nuclear arsenal and Kennedy’s determination make it impossible for K to move on W Berlin by closing land and air routes, so instead on August 13 1961 they began construction of a barricade, barbed wire at first, then a wall to separate the two sides of the city.

The wall stops the flow of people into West Berlin – except for one highway all ground access to the city was cut off.   In the years that follow 200 people are known to have been shot trying to cross the no-man’s land between the two parts of the wall…but 5000 others are known to have made it across safely.  (the wall comes down with great rejoicing on November 9 1989 – and the city and her people are reunited)

In June 1963 Kennedy travels to Berlin and gives his famous speech of solidarity with the free people of Berlin.  Ich bin ein Berliner…..

JFK and K both realized that they had come too close to the brink too many times and began trying to find ways to cool things down, and open communications between them

1.  Hot Line – direct phone line between JFK and K to talk immediately and directly whenever they needed to

2.  Limited Test Ban Treaty – both nations agreed to stop atmospheric testing of nuclear weapons. 

CUBA – 

Two weeks before Kennedy was sworn in Castro, who’d taken over Cuba in 1959 after three years of promising democracy – openly declared Cuba to be a communist country.

Ike ended diplomatic relations with Cuba – 

Fidel seized and redistributed land to the peasants for farm communes, took over American sugar companies, and British and American oil fields.  The US erected a trade embargo against Cuban products, especially sugar. 

Castro turned to the Soviets for aid, and used his own charm and charisma to sway the Cuban people.  Some of them liked the way he stood up to the US, 10% fled to the US and established communities in Miami and other parts of Florida.

In the exile communities a movement to retake Cuba is born – in March 1960 Ike gives the CIA the ok to train an exile army to invade and retake Cuba – the CIA believed it would trigger a mass uprising and overthrow Castro.  They were hoping to make it look like a spontaneous uprising, with no US involvement
Kennedy inherited the program, and gave the ok to continue – April 17 1961 the invasion places 1300 – 1500 exiles with US Army support on the southern coast of cuba at the Bahia de Cochinos – the Bay of Pigs. 
It was a disaster, the air cover that was supposed to take out the Cuban air force did not, although it claimed it did.  the advance group never made shore and the main force landed to face 25,000 Cuban troops with Soviet tanks and jets.  The exiles who weren’t killed outright ended up in prison in Cuba.

Cuba used the defeat for propaganda, making the US look foolish and weak and themselves as heroes (which, maybe they were…)  “Made us look like fools to our friends, rascals to our enemies, and incompetents to everyone else”.  At first the US tried to deny any involvement, (Adlai at the UN) but the truth came out…..
JFK is embarrassed – wonders what the problem with the CIA and the Pentagon could be that they would screw this up so bad.  He is left to mop up, ransoming surviving exile invaders with $53 m in food and medical supplies.  In a speech he assured the exile community that one day they would return to a free Havana – and that he would actively resist further communist expansion into the western hemisphere. 

Castro flaunted his relationship with the USSR, and continued to accept soviet aid. Khrushchev uses the invasion as an excuse to move nuclear missiles into Cuba – for “defense”
A Brief Chronology
· May, 1962: Khrushchev makes veiled references to a plot (How would the U.S. feel to have missiles pointing at them, as they have missiles pointed at us?)

· September: JFK and Congress issue warnings to USSR that US will deal harshly with any threats to national security

· October 14: U2 recon. flight over Cuba spots sites installing nuclear missiles 

· October 15: Presence of missiles is confirmed – they can hit most American cities in a matter of a few minutes

The Missiles: One Site

· October 16: President Kennedy notified

· October 16-22: Secret deliberations on what should be done – they must tread carefully

· October 22: Kennedy tells nation his plan for blockade and quarantine, to force the removal of the missiles.  He states that any attack from Cuba on the US will trigger an all-out attack on the USSR

· October 23: OAS endorses naval quarantine

· Soviet ships begin moving toward Cuba, presumably with more missiles.   

· October 24: 100,000 troops wait in Cuba, at sea the naval quarantine begins and successfully changes course of many Soviet ships

· October 25: One Soviet ship challenges naval quarantine; Kennedy lets it pass

· October 25: At the UN, Adlai Stevenson directly challenges the Soviet ambassador to admit to the existence of missiles, when the ambassador refuses, Stevenson wheels out pictures of the missile sites

· October 26: The ships stop. Soviets raise possibility for a deal: if we withdraw missiles will America promise not to invade Cuba?

· October 27: Soviets demand that Americans also withdraw missiles from Turkey; Major Anderson’s plane is missing over Cuba, presumably shot down; U.S. recon plane strays over Soviet airspace…high tensions

· Kennedy tells Khrushchev that he will accept the proposal of the 26th, Kennedy tells his brother to tell the Soviet Ambassador that though the Turkey missiles would not be part of the bargain, they would be removed in time

· October 28: USSR agrees to withdraw missiles 

Dean Rusk – “We were eyeball to eyeball, and the other fellow blinked”

The crisis severely damages K’s prestige in the USSR – he is seen to have caved in.

JFK is accused of brinksmanship – and taking us to the edge of destruction when a less “cowboy” approach might have been more appropriate. 

Some people thought he’d missed the chance to invade Cuba and get rid of Castro once and for all.  (Although in the 1990’s the CIA discovered we really didn’t know how many troops and nuclear weapons were on the island)

Exiles blamed JFK for losing Cuba – many become republicans

Castro closed Cuba’s doors – bans flights to Miami.  3 years later an agreement to allow Cubans to leave – 1973, cut back on exit permits when exile population in Miami reaches 300,000.
When Jackie became pregnant the country watched anxiously and mourned with the family when Patrick was still born 

JFK's son Patrick is born but dies soon

Aug 7, 1963-Jul 9, 1963


Patrick Bouvier Kennedy (August 7, 1963 – August 9, 1963) was the younger son of United States President John F. Kennedy and First Lady Jacqueline Bouvier Kennedy. He was born five and a half weeks prematurely by emergency caesarean section at the Otis Air Force Base Hospital, with a birth weight of 4 lb, 10 1/2 oz (1.863 kg), and was transferred to Boston Children's Hospital where he died two days later of hyaline membrane disease. His obituary in The New York Times pointed out that, at that time, all that could be done "for a victim of hyaline membrane disease is to monitor the infant's blood chemistry and to try to keep it near normal levels. Thus, the battle for the Kennedy baby was lost only because medical science has not yet advanced far enough to accomplish as quickly as necessary what the body can do by itself in its own time". 
The death of their son devastated the First Couple. Jacqueline found it difficult to cope in the weeks that followed the tragedy, and the President and his mother-in-law, Janet Auchincloss, feared she would have a nervous breakdown as a result. It brought the President and his wife closer than they had ever been before and only he brought her through the grief they shared. However, just under four months later, Jacqueline would lose her husband too. 

