Chapter 9 the High Middle Ages


Chapter 9 section 1 – Growth of Royal Power in England and France  1000 – 1500 ad

[bookmark: _GoBack]EQs:
How do monarchs gain power over nobles and the church?

What significant governmental and legal reforms happen in England during this time?

What is the role of a strong monarchy in the unification of France?


Monarchs, Nobles and the Church –

Monarchs begin to diminish the power of the nobility and the church when they 
a. established a court system that extended their power over all their subjects
including the nobility, superseding the power of lesser nobility
b. enforced a taxation system, and established standing armies
c. developed ties with the middle class – charters for towns, grant of independent authority
1066 – the Anglo-Saxon king Edward dies without and heir – the council of nobles chose Edward’s brother-in-law Harold to rule. William of Normandy also claims the English throne – the pope backs William’s interest. 
	Battle of Hastings – Christmas Day 1066 William the Conqueror is crowned King of England. 
	French nobles come into and take charge of England – in the next 300 years a gradual blending occurred between Norman French and Anglo-Saxon customs, languages and traditions. 

William grants fiefs to nobles and the Church, but keeps a large amount of land for himself. He monitored who built castles, and where. He required every vassal to swear first allegiance to him rather than to any other feudal lord. 

Domesday Book – inventory of every castle, field, pigpen in England.  – efficient tax collecting for English monarchs. 

Creates the exchequer or treasury to collect taxes – fees, fines, and other dues. 

In 1154 Henry II comes to the throne
	expands customs into new laws 
	he sent out traveling justices to enforce royal laws
		becomes the basis for the common law based on custom and court 
		rulings – applies to all of England, doesn’t vary from manor to manor. 
	Juries – grand juries, juries of peers

	Henry comes into conflict with the church – wants to try clergy in secular courts – Thomas Becket fiercely opposes this – four of Henry’s knights murder the archbishop at prayer. Henry backs off, Becket becomes a martyr – Canterbury becomes a point for pilgrimages. 

Magna Carta – King John called John Lackland 
	wretched king		
		1. loses Anjou and Normandy to Philip II
		2. Pope Innocent III appoints someone he doesn’t like as Archbishop of 			     Canterbury, so he rejects him, Pope places England under interdict,
			John has to submit to being a fief of the papacy (Rome) and pay a 				yearly tribute to Rome to get the interdict lifted. 
		3.  1215 a group of nobles corner him and force him to sign the Great
			Charter (Magna Carta) that affirmed rights for the nobles, and 				eventually for everyone in England that the king must respect. 
				no arbitrary arrest, imprisonment for freemen
				can’t raise taxes without permission of Great Council 					(nobles and clergy)
				legal judgment of peers, or in the law of the land
can’t take life, liberty or property w/o due process of law
no one can be sold
king must also obey the law
		4.  Great Council is called for Parliament – to talk, give advice – 						eventually becomes a regular body with a role in govt.

				Commoners are added by Edward I in 1295, eventually a 					two body legislature. Parliament gains the power of the 
				purse – and a way to check the power of the monarch.
France --
The patchwork of little territories with powerful feudal lords before 987,
	elect Hugh Capet to be King of France (weak, not much land, figured they could push him around)
	Hugh and his heirs
		make the monarchy hereditary (unbroken line for 300 years)
		manipulate the nobles to acquire land for themselves
		get the Church to support their rule
		create a bureaucracy  collect taxes, keep order, enforce the law
		gain support of the middle class townspeople

	one of the best of these kings – Philip Augustus
		bald, redfaced, drank too much but very smart
		hires middle class people for government jobs instead of nobles
			they are loyal to him.
		grants many new town charters, organizes a standing army
		introduces a new national tax to fund his government
		quadrupled his lands – trickery, diplomacy, deceit, war
			took over England’s holdings in France
		Becomes the most powerful ruler in Europe


Skip Chapter 9 sec 2
Chapter 9 section 3 – Europeans Look Outward

In 1050 Europe is emerging from isolation
	other societies are thriving, and have been all along
		Islam stretched from Spain to India
			traders and scholars spread goods and ideas beyond even that
			Trading caravans crossed the Sahara to West Africa, 					Ships traveled from East Africa to India to Asia
		India had political divisions but thrived economically
			Buddhism and Hinduism flourished
			Temples, palaces, built by nobility								Indian mathematicians create a system adopted by the Arabs, and					eventually by Europeans
		China with a strong central government – Tang and Song dynasties
			invented paper, gunpowder, printing
			regularly used coins and paper money for trade
		West Africa – the trading empire of Ghana (gold)
		Americas – Mayas, the Incas
closer to home – Byzantium – still doing well 
		scholars studied Greek and Latin, traders mingled – Muslim and Christian
		
1050 the Seljuk turks invade Byzantium – recent converts to Islam – extend their reach to Palestine and attack Christian pilgrims there. 

THE CRUSADES
Alexius I asks Urban II to come help fend off the Turk invasion of Byzantium
	Past rivalries aside – urban agrees

1095 – Urban puts out the call at the Council of Clermont – calls for a crusade to free the Holy Land of the Turk invaders. 

1096 thousands of knights are on their way to the Holy Land – as the crusading spirit takes hold ordinary men and women leave too – few return. 
	not just religion – Knights hope to win wealth and land, get away from life at 	home, just seek adventure
The pope had an agenda too – increase his power and influence in the world, maybe even over Byzantium – heal the split between the Roman and Byzantium church.

But mostly get Christian knights fighting someone else besides each other.
First Crusade – by 1099 Jerusalem is taken after a long bloody battle
		massacre of Muslims and Jews in the city.

the crusades last for 200 years, for a time crusaders ruled four small states. The Muslims do not give up and keep fighting to regain the territory.
 
By 1187 Jerusalem falls to Sala al-din – Saladin

the Third crusade Europeans tried and failed to retake Jerusalem.  Negotiations allow pilgrims to visit their holy city, anyway.

Other crusades are mounted against other Muslim areas – none were successful.  

During the Fourth Crusade crusaders attack Byzantium after helping the Venetian merchants defeat their trade rivals in 1204 – capture and loot Constantinople. 

1212 the Childrens’ Crusade

	


The Childrens Crusade - 1212
The so-called Children's Crusade illustrates at once the religious enthusiasm and misdirected zeal which marked the whole crusading movement. During the interval between the Fourth and the Fifth Crusade, the epidemical fanaticism that had so long agitated Europe seized upon the children, resulting in what is known as the Children's Crusade.
The Childrens Crusade - Stephen of Cloyes
The preacher of the Children's crusade was a child about twelve years of age, a French peasant lad, named Stephen of Cloyes, who became persuaded that Jesus Christ had commanded him to lead a crusade of children to the rescue of the Holy Sepulchre. The children became wild with excitement, and flocked in vast crowds to the places appointed for rendezvous. Nothing could restrain them or thwart their purpose. "Even bolts and bars," says an old chronicler, "could not hold them." The movement excited the most diverse views. Some declared that it was inspired by the Holy Spirit, and quoted such Scriptural texts as these to justify the enthusiasm: "A child shall lead them;" "Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings thou hast ordained praise." Others, however, were quite as confident that the whole thing was the work of the Devil. The great majority of those who collected at the rallying places were boys under twelve years of age, but there were also many girls. 
The French Childrens Crusade
During the year 1212 A.D. about 30,000 French children assembled in bands and marched through the towns and villages, carrying banners, candles, and crosses and singing, "Lord God, exalt Christianity. Lord God, restore to us the true cross." The French children, set out from the place of rendezvous for Marseilles. Those that sailed from that port were betrayed, and sold as slaves in Alexandria and other Mohammedan slave markets. The children could not be restrained at first, but finally hunger compelled them to return home. 
The German Childrens Crusade
In Germany, during the same year, a lad named Nicholas really did succeed in launching a crusade. He led a mixed multitude of men and women, boys and girls totalling 50,000 in number,over the Alps into Italy, where they expected to take ship for Palestine. From Brundusium 2000 or 3000 of the little crusaders sailed away into oblivion. Not a word ever came back from them. Many other children perished of hardships, many were sold into slavery, and only a few ever saw their homes again. "These children," Pope Innocent III declared, "put us to shame; while we sleep they rush to recover the Holy Land." 
The Childrens Crusade marked the decline of the Crusades
This remarkable spectacle of the children's crusade affords the most striking exhibition possible of the ignorance, superstition, and fanaticism that characterized the period. Yet we cannot but reverence the holy enthusiasm of an age that could make such sacrifices of innocence and helplessness in obedience to what was believed to be the will of God. The children's expedition marked at once the culmination and the decline of the crusading movement. The fanatic zeal that inspired the first crusaders was already dying out. "These children," said the Pope, referring to the young crusaders, "reproach us with having fallen asleep, whilst they were flying to the assistance of the Holy Land." 

Muslim armies overran the crusader states – by 1291 they take the last one, Acre – and massacre the defeated enemies. 

Effects of the Crusades:
religious fervor is the order of the day – crusaders sometimes turned their rage against communities of Jews and massacred whole communities.

Economic Expansion – expanded taste for luxury
	Increased trade
	fabrics, spices, perfumes from Middle East to Europe 
	Venice merchants built huge fleets to move crusaders to the Middle East, after the crusades they are used to carry on trade  -- sugar, cotton. rice are all words borrowed from Arabic.

Crusades also encourage the growth of a money economy – nobles needed cash to finance trips to the Holy Land – they allowed peasants to pay rents in money rather than grain or labor, and this eventually undermines the serf system. 

Monarchs use the crusades to expand their taxation powers in order to finance their efforts for the crusades.  Some even lead their troops, adding to their prestige with their people.

Pope’s power culminate in the crusades – but this doesn’t last. 
	popes clash bitterly with various monarchs
	don’t reunite with Byzantium, in fact things are worse

Christians begin to realize that it’s a big world full of all kinds of people

Marco Polo leaves for China in 1271 (from Venice) and returns many years later with tales of black rocks that burn (coal) and a national mail service.  He is called the Prince of Liars, since what he describes is beyond the comprehension of most Europeans. 

Some are curious though, and it becomes more common for Europeans to travel in the rest of the world.

Reconquista in Spain – the Muslim takeover of Spain left a smattering of small Christian kingdoms intact in the north.  Over time these slowly expanded their borders and fought to take over Muslim lands.  – this campaign became known as the REoncquista – or reconquest. 

First efforts in 700s – success doesn’t come until 1085 when they capture the city of Toledo. 
	For 200 years they pushed slowly and steadily south until they controlled the Iberian peninsula except for Granada. the influence of the Muslims on the arts remains long after the Christian victories.

1469 Ferdinand and Isabella are married and unite two of the largest Christian states into a single nation.  1492 – a final push with combined forces takes Granada and the Reconquista is complete.

Nobles are overthrown with approval of the monarchs
Catholicism is imposed on the people to “reunify” Spain.  
Ends religious tolerance – Muslims let everyone live there in peace.
	Isabella uses the Inquisition to drive out Jews and Muslims, those who do not convert are burned at the stake.
	more than 150,000 people flee Spain to escape Isabella’s “crusade” – many of the educated, skilled.  But Spain was Christian. Isabella had succeeded. 


section 6 a time of crisis  p. 225

Bubonic plague erupts from time to time – in China, Africa, India, Syria, Armenia, Egypt in the 1300s.  IN 1347 it arrives in Europe, and follows the trading routes through the entire peninsula.

Fleas jumping from rats to clothing, packs etc. of traders headed west from Asia.  At one point 7000 people a day died in Cairo. 

When the plague reaches Europe it terrified people – they resorted to magic and witchcraft for cures.  Some people engaged in wild activities thinking they would die soon anyway.  The plague was seen by some as the punishment of God – some would beat themselves in penitence.  Christians blame Jews claiming wells had been poisoned – and thousands are slaughtered.  

Normal life fell apart. People avoided contact with others, families were divided, parents abandoned children, all in fear of catching the disease themselves. 

Plague keeps coming back in the late 1300s – 
	economy goes into a low ebb
	workers die, labor supply dwindles – workers demand higher wages
		prices go up. 
Farmland is converted to sheep pasture to keep farming costs down.
	Peasants forced off the land went to the towns, guilds limited apprenticeships, refuses to accept  new members and denied journeymen the chance to become masters

Restrictions sparked explosive revolts. 
	Peasants rampaged in England, France, Germany and elsewhere. 
	the plague spread death and social unrest  -- it took more than 100 years for 
		Europe to recover. 

The Church can’t explain who survived and who didn’t. 
	People are looking for leadership – and the is no leadership in the church, so the pope moved to Avingnon for protection on the south border of France, and stays there for 70 years, under the protection and influence of the French king – the Babylonian Captivity – when the Israelites were held captive in Babylon.

1378 reformers elect their own pope in Rome and for awhile there was a schism – and two and sometimes three popes until 1417 until a Church council ended the crisis and picked one pope to be the real one.

Reformers begin to translate the Bible into English so average people could read it for themselves, and eventually end up being burned at the stake by the Church. A century later others take up these reforms.

The Hundred Years’ War – 
ON top of the Plague, famine, and economic decline there was a war raging between England and France.

The French kings want control of all the lands in France, English rulers are trying to hang onto their lands in France (Burgundy, Brittany, Normandy the northern and eastern regions and the western area of Bordeaux) – then Edward III of England claims the French throne in 1337, 
and the fight is on….. the longer it lasts the harder it is for either side to give it up. 

At first the English win a chain of battles, using the longbow – six feet long and shot three armor piercing arrows in the time it took the French archers to shoot one. 

England looks like a sure winner – and then….
France gets a “miracle” – in 1429 a 17 year old girl appears at the court of Charles VII of France.  She led the French to several victories and things were looking good for their side.

The English captured her, turned her over to her enemies who try her for witchcraft and burn her at the stake. 

Her execution rallies the French, and with their powerful new weapon – the cannon – they take back all their land except the port of Calais by 1453.

This war sets England and France on the path to their modern paths –the loss of their French lands cause the English to start to look elsewhere for conquests – overseas. 
This war marks the end of the Castles and knights with the arrival of modern weapons, especially gunpowder based cannons. 

Monarchs need large armies, feudal society was dying – no more need for vassals, what the modern king needed was gunpowder and soldiers. 

In the 1400’s Europe does recovered from the Black Death other changes occur.  Population expanded, and manufacturing grew – Italian cities flourished as centers of shipping – European cloth is traded for spices, sugar, cotton – Europe develops new technologies like blast furnaces for making cast iron.  

the recovery of the Middle ages set the stage for the Renaissance the Reformation and the Age of Exploration – a stronger Europe moves to the center of the global stage. 
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