Suburban Lifestyle p. 643 – 647
Suburbia – conformity, like the houses, the people too.

Get ahead, give your family all the good things, must fit in – normal = nice.

Most people work in the cities, fewer and fewer live there – cars and gasoline, cheap.  Allows for the commute. 

13 million homes built during the 1950’s – 85% were built in the new suburbs – the American dream of owning your own single family house, good schools, safe healthy neighborhoods for your kids, friendly neighbors who are just like you. 

BABY BOOM –

Returning soldiers and their spouses settled into their new homes and suddenly there was a spike in births – a population explosion known as the baby boom.  By 1957 a baby was born every seven seconds in the US --  a total of 4,308,000 that year.  1950 – 1965 

Why so many babies?  Reunion of husbands and wives after the war, repressed birth rate during the depression and war years, decreasing marriage age, large families were considered desirable, and people believed the economy would allow them to support a lot of kids. 

ADVANCES IN MEDICINE AND CHILDCARE –

Medicines that fought childhood diseases meant that many more children survived into adulthood than ever before. 
Dr. Jonas Salk developed a vaccine for poliomyelitis – ending the fear of polio, a crippler and killer of children.  58,000 cases in 1952, by 1974 only seven.

Dr. Benjamin Spock “Common Sense Book of Baby and Child Care” (1946) – how to guide for parents.  “Scientific” – Don’t spank or scold kids, let kids express themselves – thought it was so important that moms were home with kids that the government ought to pay them to stay home.  

All those kids – impact economy, toy companies are big biz! Disneyland!  Every little thing a child could need.

Education faced 10m new elementary students – overcrowding in classrooms, teacher shortages, in CA a new school every seven days….

WOMEN’S ROLES – 

Homemaker and mother.  Magazines glorified this, television pumped out programs that featured the perfect suburban family life – Father Knows Best, Ozzie and Harriet, Leave it to Beaver, all centered on the organized, stay at home perfect mother.

Housewives see the propaganda, but don’t feel it in their own lives.  Many are bored and isolated in the suburbs, and over the 1950s more and more women returned to work, by 1960 40% of women with kids between 6 and 17 were working.
Jobs though were limited to “appropriate” choices, teachers, nurses, secretaries, all of which paid less than other professional work.  Even if a woman did hold a job that men also did she would be paid less for comparable work. 

Fewer women go to college in this decade than in the 1920s, and if they do attend college they seldom finish most seek the MRS not the BA of BS degree.

LEISURE in the 50s – 

Most people worked 40 hour weeks, and most had several weeks of paid vacation per year.  There were labor saving devices like dishwashers, clothes dryers, power mowers, which freed up more time for leisure activities.  

People took up bowling, hunting, fishing, boating, golf.  Attended professional sporting events, like baseball (huge), basketball and football (not as big) and watched sports on television.

People became readers and sales of all kinds of books soared.  DIY books, novels, history, comic books – magazine subscriptions soared. 

Television became the source of much information and entertainment and because of the limited broadcasting of programs, most people watched the same programs – Milton Berle, I Love Lucy, and other shows were popular.

AUTOMOBILE CULTURE – 

40M cars in 1950 – 60M in 1960.  cheap gas, cheap cars advertised and financed.  Suburban life meant cars were no longer a luxury but a necessity for most people.
In the city people could walk or take public transportation to work, church, shopping etc. Not possible in suburbs, too far apart, and built for the automobile. 

Interstate highways meant people could travel long distances quickly, and safely.  (1956 41,000 miles of interstates) – homogenizing of America – fast food chains, motel chains -- Americans hit the road and get the bug for car travel, national parks, amusement parks, Disneyland 1955, 3M visitors its first year. 

Drive Ins, Drive thrus, Cruising, shopping malls, a whole new culture that centered on cars.

MOBILITY TAKES ITS TOLL –

the auto boom creates jobs, manufacture of cars, new shopping malls, restaurants, etc. 

But also creates traffic congestion, pollution, noise – auto accidents kill thousands every year – highways are damaged by heavy use, people’s stress levels are high. 

People (mostly white middle class people) who could afford to moved out of the cities, and in many cases jobs and businesses followed them.  Public transportation declined. 

People still in the cities saw a decline in services, and available jobs.  With the middle class in the suburbs the cities were left to the very rich and the poor.  The gap between the suburbs and the cities, the middle class and the poor began to grow.  They no longer shared communities, and became estranged. 
