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The fabulous fifties?

1.  What were the fastest growing communities in the US in the 1950s?   What did these places represent to most of the people who lived there?

2.  What is the Baby Boom?  What are some of the factors that contributed to this?  

3.  What advances in medicine improved the survival rate of children of this period?

Dr. Salk

Dr. Spock

Economic aspects of the Baby Boom –

4.  What was the role for women that was promoted by the media of the 1950s?  How did the work of author Betty Friedan and others like her contradict this view of the ideal American woman?

5.  What was the level  of employment of women ?  What kinds of jobs did women hold? 

6.  What sort of leisure activities were popular among Americans in the fifties?

7.  How did the culture of the automobile alter the larger culture in the 50s?  

Why could most Americans have a car?

Why does suburban life make a car necessary for most families?

What was the purpose of the Interstate Highway system? 

What were some of the results of its construction?

What made all of this possible?

How did this shift affect the cities and the people who lived there?

8.  How did television become important for Americans in the fifties?

What kinds of programs became popular?  Who was missing from television?

What happens to radio and movies as a result of the growth of television’s popularity?

9.  What cultural forms clash with the suburban culture?

Beats

Rock n’ Roll

“Race music” and the gap between black and white society

p. 658 – 659

The emergence of the teenager

10.  How are the teenage years different for people after WWII in the US?  How does this impact the larger culture?

We will be reviewing a power point presentation on the 1950s that discusses much of this cultural change in depth.  Be sure and read the assigned materials to get the most from that presentation.

