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Truman made the decision early on to allow the development of the hydrogen bomb, not long after the Soviets had perfected the atomic bomb.  The arms race was on.

The H-bomb was a thermo-nuclear weapon that would have 67 times the power of the original bomb dropped on Hiroshima (Little Boy) – there was some debate about the morality of such a weapon, but the feeling was if we didn’t do it the USSR would, and so the project went forward.

On November 1 1952 the first H-bomb was tested, but by August 1953 the USSR had one too.  

Policy of Brinksmanship – Ike had a hardcore anti-communist secretary of state named John Foster Dulles who viewed the Cold War as a moral crusade against communism. 

His view was that we could stop the spread of communism by threatening to use all the force we had available, even the H-bomb, against any aggressor nation.  This willingness to go to the edge of all-out war became known as brinksmanship.  Under this policy the US trimmed back its army and navy, and expanded the airforce – which would deliver the h-bomb and built up its stock of nuclear weapons. The soviets did the same.

The threat of nuclear attack meant that even if a few bomb reached their targets millions of civilians would be killed or profoundly injured.  School children were drilled on the “duck and cover” technique, and families all over the US built bomb shelters in their back yards and basements – the fear of imminent nuclear war became a permanent part of life in the US for the next 30 years.
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The Cold War Spreads Around the World:

The Cold War is a different kind of war.  Nuclear weapons (threatened but not actually used) and an army of spies.  

The Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) is formed after WWII.  It’s job was to collect information about other governments around the world. Occasionally the CIA would conduct covert operations to weaken or overthrow governments that were unfriendly to the US

When the elected leader of Iran, Prime Minister Mohammed Mossadegh, nationalized the nation’s oil fields the British (who’d had ‘em before) boycotted Iranian oil, and caused the Iranian economy to falter.  Fearing that Mossadegh would turn to the Soviets for help the CIA pumped several million dollars to the opposition anti-Mossadegh forces.  The US threw its support behind the deposed Shah of Iran, who’d been booted out in favor of the elected government.  When the Shah returned he gave the oil fields back to the Brits and was a staunch ally of the US (wonder why?)

The CIA was also busy in Guatemala – where the government had seized American owned land and distributed it to peasants for farming – sort of a communist thing to do.  The CIA trained an army which invaded the country and chased away the president.  The head of the army then became the leader of Guatemala, and a staunch ally of the US

This is just the beginning of the CIA’s “influence” around the world.  It should be said that the KGB of the USSR was also busy doing similar things to bolster their own cause.  Many nations were just caught between the covert operations war of the two superpowers.

WARSAW PACT – 

In 1953 Stalin dies.  The Soviets recognize West Germany, and things seem to settle down with peace treaties being negotiated between USSR and Austria and Japan.  When W. Germany joins NATO in 1955 and is allowed to rearm the Soviets freak out a little and create the Warsaw Pact – an alliance of their satellite nations on the same model as NATO. 

GENEVA – July 1955 Eisenhower travels to Geneva Switzerland to meet with Soviet leaders. Not much is actually accomplished , Ike’s open skies proposal is shot down, but it’s the first friendly conversation between the two for awhile and the world hails the “spirit of Geneva” believing it is a start toward peace.

SUEZ – In 1955 conflict broke out with Egypt.  Egypt was trying to build a dam at Aswan on the Nile River, to control the yearly flooding and generate electricity for the nation. Gamal Abdel- Nasser tried to play the US off the USSR, playing up to both to get as much aid as possible for his project. By 1956 the US figured out what was up and withdrew the offer of a loan for the project.  Nasser in turn nationalized the Suez Canal, which linked the Mediterranean with the Red Sea (saving boats the trip around Africa) – the canal was built by France and Great Britain and they are mighty hot about this.  Nasser also refused to let Israeli ships use the canal. 

Israel sends troops, as does Britain and France – they take control of the Meditteranean end of the canal. The UN stepped in to stop all out war, and gave the canal back to Egypt.

THE EISENHOWER DOCTRINE –

With the USSR monkeying around in the Middle East Ike felt like he had to take a stand.  He issued a warning in January of 1957 that said that the US would defend the Middle East against an attack by any communist country – Congress made it official by approving this in March of 1957

HUNGARIAN UPRISING –

While the fighting was going on in the Middle East in 1956 a revolt began in Hungary – the Hungarian people called for democratic elections – and Imre Nagy a popular, liberal Communist leader formed a new government promising free elections.  He denounced the Warsaw Pact and demanded that all Soviet troops leave Hungary.  

In November 1956 the Soviets put a brutal end to the revolution – tanks, 30,000 Hungarians killed.  Hungarians had only pistols and bottles but they built barricades in the streets and fought the Soviet army – in the end the Soviets executed Nagy and replaced him with someone friendlier to the USSR – 200,000 Hungarians fled to the west. 

The US did nothing to support the Hungarian uprising – because the Truman Doctrine was not viewed as applying to satellite nations of the USSR.  The UN condemned the Soviet action but did nothing because the Security Council, which included the USSR, stopped the UN from becoming involved.

THE COLD WAR IN SPACE –


Eventually Nikita Khrushchev rose to the leadership of the USSR to replace Stalin after several years of a committee of leaders.  Khrushchev, like Stalin, believed that communism would take over the world, but he believed it would be a peaceful, natural process.  K favored a policy of peaceful co-existence with the US with competition between them mostly economic and scientific….hmmm.

Does that include H bombs?  Everyone wondered….

NO! It includes real satellites – Sputnik is launched on Oct 4 1957 – traveling around the world at 18,000 MPH it circled the globe every 96 minutes.  It was a triumph for the Soviets.

Americans were astonished. They never expected to be beaten at the race to conquer space.  Their response was to pour money into their own space program, frantic to catch up.  

The first rocket launch was a miserable failure, with the rocket just falling over.  (Many others did too)  Finally in January (31) 1958 the US launches its first satellite successfully.  We were in the race for control of space.

Then because they didn’t really have permission to fly over the USSR the CIA developed high-altitude spy planes to fly over the USSR and see what they were up to. --  troop movements, missile sites, whatever. They flew too high to be detected on radar but the Soviets knew it was going on, and didn’t much like it. 

Ike and K were going to meet on May 15 1960 to discuss slowing down the arms race.  Ike thought it’d be a good idea to stop the U-2 flights beforehand, but Dulles convinced him to just send one more so he’d have up to date info for the summit.

Sure enough, May 1 the U-2 plane and its pilot Francis Gary Powers were shot down over the USSR by a Soviet pilot.  Powers parachuted into Soviet territory and the Soviets captured him, and sentenced him to 10 years in prison.

Oops.

At first Ike denies that Powers had been spying.  The Soviets had the evidence otherwise and Ike had to admit it was true.  K demanded a stop to the fly overs and an apology.  Ike agreed to stop the fly overs but refused to apologize for them.  

K called off the summit, and withdrew his invite for Ike to come visit him in the USSR.

Because of the U-2 incident the 1960s began with things as bad as ever between the US and USSR. 

