The Civil Rights Movement Group Projects
Purpose: To get practice researching on the Internet, engage in cooperative group work 
and to learn more about the Civil Rights Movement of the 1950s and 1960s.

Your group will choose one of the following topics:

1.  Sit-ins in Greensboro NC (Woolworth Lunch Counters)

2.  Freedom Riders (see p. 710-711 in the textbook)

3.  Birmingham, Spring 1963:  King’s campaign of civil disobedience; Bull Connor; Church bombing
4.  Selma to Montgomery March – Pettus Bridge, John Lewis (literacy tests, character tests for voting)

5.  Malcolm X and his speeches; his assassination; Nation of Islam; Elijah Muhammad

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Requirements:

· Research your topic via the internet.  You will have one class day in the PC lab to collect information and learn more about your topic

· You will write and give a class presentation on your topic.  Presentations must be 8-10 min. long (8 min. minimum, 12 min. maximum)  All students in your group must be in the presentation. 


Presentations will include:



A.  A news report or “interview” session that answers:



      1.  What happened/background to your topic (include dates)



      2.  Methods of protest used or advocated



      3.  Goals of this protest or person



      4.  A biographical sketch of important figures or groups in your topic



      5.  What results this event/person achieved

                 AND B. A re-enactment of a scene from your topic.  You can find (in your research) actual dialogue said at these events, by these people or you can make up dialogue that would approximate what happened.  For Malcolm X, it would be appropriate to give a portion of one or more of his actual speeches. Another example would be the Sit-ins group doing a re-enactment of the lunch counter scene or another group could re-enact a Freedom Ride.  If you choose to include offensive stereotype name calling in your re-enactment you must warn the class or give a disclaimer before  your group’s presentation is performed for the class. 

· One large or several smaller visuals must be included with the skit.  Props made for your skit count.  Examples: protest signs, a poster with the real person’s pictures on it, a large timeline of the event or of the movement that shows the time of your event, etc.  You will be graded on how much time/effort went into the visuals – a handmade prop or poster is worth more than cutout pictures from the internet taped on cardboard.
· Your group will have to submit a one page FACT SHEET summarizing the pertinent information given in your presentation.  This will allow the class to see at a glance what it is your are talking about.  I must receive the fact sheet the day before presentations start so I may make and provide copies for the class.  FACT SHEETS will not be accepted on the day of presentations – it will be too late for copies to be made.

******YOU MAY WANT TO VIDEOTAPE YOUR GROUP’S PRESENTATION******

As an alternative to a live presentation you may want to pre-record your re-enactment and show the video to the class.  A video would allow you to perfect your presentation, minimize mistakes, reduce nervousness 

· allow you to include all group members in the presentation as required by the assignment

· allow you to use the camera to edit and improve your performance, and actually allow the      

 

audience to understand everything that is said, read protest signs, etc.

GRADING: THIS PROJECT IS WORTH 100 POINTS

30 POINTS:  Information presented in your skit from your research

              1.  Background to your topic/what happened:  thoroughness, accuracy, and dates included


  2.  Goals of this protest or person

              3.  Explanation of protest methods used or advocated and goals of this protest

              4.  Biographical sketch(es) of the people involved


  5.  What results this event/person achieved

35 POINTS:  The Performance


  How professional was your news show presentation?  Was the re-enactment skit well done?

              Did you use a well-crafted script, or was it ad-libbed?   Was it well-rehearsed and performed or 
 
  did your group stumble through the performance?  Did your group stay in character or were some 
  members out of character or goofing around?  These are serious topics and should be presented as


  such.  Most importantly – WERE ALL GROUP MEMBERS IN THE PRESENTATION?

20 POINTS: The Visual(s)


 Creativity and originality is the most important factor in getting full points.  Well-made, 
handcrafted visual supports for your presentation will gain more points than pictures printed off the 
internet or signs made out of marker that do not reflect effort on the part of the group.

15 POINTS: Quality of your fact sheet – your summary should be complete and informative for your 
classmates

POINT DEDUCTIONS: the following will cost your entire group points

· Presentations that last less than 8 minutes
· Presentations that last more than 12 minutes
· Presentations that do not include ALL members of your group
No grades will be given to a group until ALL self-evaluation sheets are turned in.  If you do not have your  sheet it will cost you 10 points (off your personal grade) if it is turned in after presentation day.

ABSENCES:  If you are sick on presentation day you must get your portion of the skit/script/presentation to someone else in the group.  Since each group member must appear in the presentation your absence will leave a hole in the in the skit and prevent you from individually earning the 35 points for the performance, and your group from getting all possible points.  THIS CAN BE AVOIDED BY VIDEOTAPING YOUR PRESENTATION IN ADVANCE to insure that everyone can appear in the presentation. 

Dates for this project:     Research day: ________________       Presentation day: ________________
