Chapter 18 section 2
The Cold War Heats Up

China becomes a Communist Country

The Nationalist government of Chiang Kai-shek had ruled China since the fall of the Emperor in the early 20th century.  By the end of WWII there was a strong Communist movement led by Mao Zedong in the countryside that had a different vision for China.

The US supports Chiang and the Nationalists, between 1945 and 49 sent them 3 bil in aid to help fight the Communists.

During the war the Nationalists had bravely fought the Japanese, and many Americans admired them for their efforts in the war.  The government itself was inefficient and corrupt, favoring its own power elite at the expense of regular citizens, taxing farmers during times of drought and famine, secret police opening fire on protesters who objected to a 10,000 percent increase in the cost of rice. 
The Communists were a different story.  Under Mao’s leadership they began a program to educate peasants in the countryside, and taught farmers methods of improved food production.  More and more people joined the movement and by 1945 most of Northern China is under Communist (Red Army) control.  

During the war there was some cooperation between the Communists and Nationalists, and the United States had relationships with both sides.  As soon as the Japanese were defeated this fell apart and hostilities began again between the two sides.  The US supported the Nationalists because they weren’t Communists, but tried to act as mediator between the two sides until 1947, but couldn’t achieve peace for China.  

Truman refused to commit US troops on behalf of Chiang, but did send 2 bil in military aid to help. 

Chiang’s government policies continued to alienate the peasants and some city dwellers.  The Communist movement continued to gain strength.  In May 1949 Chiang and his followers fled to Taiwan, and the Communists took over mainland China – The People’s Republic of China.  

the US refused to recognize this as the government of China and continued to recognize only Nationalist China.

US reaction to the takeover was intense.  People blamed Truman for not throwing more support behind Chiang, and saw this as a failure of his containment policy.  The State Department disagreed saying that what happened was inevitable because of the situation in China, and not a result of outside influences.  Doing more would have dragged us into an Asian war we weren’t prepared to fight. 
Conservatives in Congress claimed that this attitude in the State Department was a result of the many Communist agents who worked there. 

KOREAN WAR

 Japan had annexed Korea in 1910 and held it until August 1945.  Japanese troops north of the 38th parallel had surrendered to Soviet troops and the northern part of Korea became controlled by the USSR.  Like Germany the country was split, communist North Korea (the People’s Republic of Korea – Kim Il Sung) capital Pyongyang, and noncommunist South Korea (The Republic of Korea – Syngman Rhee) with its capital in Seoul (traditional cap of Korea).

After WWII the US cut back on troops in Korea, by June 1949 only 500 left.  The USSR decided that we would not fight to defend South Korea and began a military build up to take the South.
June 25 1950 they sweep south in a surprise attack – South Korea turns to the United Nations to stop the invasion.  The UN Security Council meets, the USSR does not attend – boycotting the presence of Taiwan as the illegitimate gov’t of China – and the Council votes for military action in Korea. 

June 27 – HST orders US troops stationed in Japan to support the South Koreans, and sends an American fleet into the waters between China and Taiwan. UN forces in Korea 520,000 troops from 16 nations > 90% were American.   South Korea added 590,000 troops.  This fighting force is placed under the command of Douglas MacArthur, the “I shall return” hero of the Philippines.

Communist forces seemed unstoppable, they drove the UN forces back to the edge of the peninsula around Pusan. MacArthur lands troops at Inchon on the west coast behind enemy lines and drives the Communist forces inland while the forces at Pusan push North.  Trapped, about half of the North Koreans surrenders, the rest fled north over the 38th parallel.  MacArthur’s plan had worked.  UN troops chased the retreating army northward and by October it looked like Korea would be one nation again.
The Communist Chinese decided this was unacceptable.  IN November 1950 Chou En-lai warned that they would not allow Americans to come to their border – and 300,000 Chinese troops joined the fight.  North Korea as a buffer state for PRC – US Navy off the coast with Taiwan was provocation – Korea became a war between the US and the PRC. 

In some places the Chinese outnumbered the UN/US troops 10 to 1. By January 1951 UN troops were south of the 38th Parallel again, and the Chinese pushed south, capturing Seoul.  MacArthur “We face an entirely new war.” 

For two years there are battles in the hills of Korea but neither side gains the advantage needed to win. 

MacArthur has a new plan – attack China directly, with nuclear weapons.  Truman rejected the idea outright. the USSR had a mutual assistance pact with China and would come to their aid, and the USSR had nuclear weapons of their own. 

Omar Bradley, now Chair of the Joint Chiefs of Staff said “Wrong war, at the wrong place at the wrong time and with the wrong enemy.”  Instead the UN and South Korean forces began to push forward again – by April they had retaken Seoul and moved back to the 38th parallel.  Things were right where they were before the fighting started.

MacArthur was dissatisfied with Truman’s decision and began a campaign to take his Chinese war idea to the American people directly, talking to newspaper reporters, magazine publishers and Republican leaders in Congress.  He was warned that he had no authority to do this, and this was insubordination.  Truman was his boss and like it or not Mac had to obey his decisions. Truman saw this behavior as sabotage and fired MacArthur in April of 1951. 
Americans were outraged  69% backed MacArthur.  New York gave him a ticker tape parade, and he spoke to Congress – usually only visiting heads of state got to do that. MacArthur’s famous line “old soldiers never die, they just fade away…” 

Truman laid low while all the brouhaha was going on.  After the big moment had passed his administration began to make the case for Mac’s firing, and limiting the asian war. 

A congressional committee investigating the firing agreed with Truman once the evidence had been heard, and public opinion began to swing Truman’s way.  MacArthur, who had presidential ambitions, did in fact fade away.

Unexpectedly the Soviets propose a cease fire on June 23, 1951.  Truce talks began at once, and two points were settled – the 38th parallel as a border, and the establishment of a demilitarized zone between the two nations.  An exchange of prisoners was arranged and the final agreement was signed in July of 1953. 

Outcome – a stalemate, putting things back the way they’d been before, but the communists had been contained without the use of nuclear weapons.  Korean remains two nations to this day, and still exist in a state of cautious co-existence.

Cost – 67 billion dollars and 54,000 American lives.  The less than decisive outcome did not sit well with many Americans who expressed themselves by voting the Democrats out in favor of the Republican candidate, WWII hero Dwight D. Eisenhower, in the 1952 election.  The anti-communist sentiment in the US fueled further hysteria as Americans sought Communists in their midst – and Joe McCarthy’s witch hunts reached a fever pitch until their end in 1954. 
