Truman and the Cold War
Chapter 18

The Cold War begins before the hot war ends – what does this mean?

1.  Stalin resented that it had taken so long for Britain and US to attack the Germans in Europe

2.  The U.S. remembered that until Hitler attacked Russia Stalin had been his ally

3. The U.S. expected more help from the U.S.S.R. in the war in the Pacific against Japan

4. Soviets wanted U.S. to share atomic technologies, resented the fact that we had tried to keep the Manhattan Project a secret

5.  Stalin wanted to extend Soviet communist influence through as much of Europe as possible, U.S. and Britain did not agree.

Soviet communism – the state controlled all property and economic activity




the leaders of the nation were chosen by the Communist Party





and there was no opposing political party allowed
American democracy – property is held by private citizens, and economic activity is 




controlled by the free market (except in wartime).  Leaders are




chosen through election of candidates from a number of opposing 



political parties

United Nations – April 25 1945 in SF created to promote peace, becomes the theater where the opposing superpowers duke it out

Truman – becomes prez when FDR dies April 12 1945.  Pretty much in the dark about the a-bomb, inexperienced in politics, not included in policy decisions during FDR’s lifetime.  

Potsdam Conference in July 1945 – Truman’s 1st test as a world leader.  Clement Attlee replaces Churchill as Britain’s leader – Stalin has not made good on promises made at Yalta in Feb to FDR and Churchill about allowing free, democratic elections in Eastern Europe – in fact they had already banned democratic parties in Poland and prevented elections there.

Is Truman tough enough to take on Stalin?

The two nations have different views of what should happen in Europe.

Stalin wants payback bigtime – lost 20 million people  in the war, ½ were civilians.  Truman objects (knows his history)  in the end they decide that US, Britain, France and USSR will take reparations from their own occupied zones.

US wants:

Access to raw materials from Eastern Europe, Eastern European markets for US goods

USSR wants

A physical buffer between themselves and Europe to prevent future land invasions

For EUROPE the US wants

1. New world order with self-determination for all nations

2.  Access to raw materials and markets for industries

3.  Rebuild European govts to ensure stability and to create new markets for American goods

4.  Reunite Germany, Europe will be more secure if Germany is stable and productive.

USSR wants.

1.  Encourage communism in other countries as part of the world-wide struggle between workers and the wealthy

2.  Rebuild its country using resources from Eastern Europe – industrial equipment/raw materials

3.  Control Eastern Europe to balance the west’s control of Western Europe

4.  Keep Germany weak and divided so it won’t threaten them again

In the European nations it controls USSR installs soviet-style communist governments – 

Albania, Bulgaria, CZechoslavakia, Hungary, Romania, Poland – aka satellite nations.

Stalin gives a speech in early 1946 – communism and capitalism were incompatible and that another war was inevitable (this here town ain’t big enuff fer both of us …..)

Truman is faced with a big decision – how to handle the USSR –

“stop babying the Soviets”
George Kennan (US diplomat in Moscow) – containment!  Take measures to keep the soviets from spreading their power and influence any farther than they were now.

It becomes the basis of US foreign policy for Truman.  

Churchill comes to US in March 1946 and speaks about the Iron Curtain descending over Europe – becomes the buzzword for the whole situation., 

The machinery of the containment policy

1.  The Truman Doctrine – “it must be the policy of the US to support free peoples who are resisting attempted subjugation by armed minorities or outside pressures”  -- so the US gives Turkey and Greece $400m in military and economic aid between 1947-50 to help stabilize their economies and stave off communist insurgencies within their borders.

2.  The Marshall Plan – postwar Europe is in rugged shape – refugee camps, bombed out factories – bad winter in 1946-47 means fuel shortages, damaged crops.  Secy of State George Marshall said we should step up with help for any European nation that needed it – “not against any country or doctrine but against hunger, poverty, desperation and chaos.”

between 1947 and 1951 US sends 13billion in aid to 16 countries – by 1952 the region is flourishing again and the allure of communism is greatly reduced 
3.  the Berlin Airlift –  the issue of German reunification is ongoing – Brits, French and US intended to unify their occupation zones but the Soviets are very much against a reunited Germany and will not allow their territory to be joined to the western reunified portion of the nation.

the city of Berlin was also divided into four parts, but it was in the middle of the USSR’s territory and there was no agreement allowing access to it over land.  Stalin decided that if he moved quickly he could take over the entire city.

The others resisted – and he closed all land routes into “free” Berlin in June of 1948.  No food or fuel could get in 2.1 million people had enough supplies for about 5 weeks.  

What to do?  Airlift supplies in!  And that is just what was done – American and British pilots flew missions to deliver food, supplies and medicine into their part of the city 24/7 for 327 days  277,000 flights, 2.3 million tons of supplies, not only food, medicine and fuel but Christmas presents and other special treats for the kids that flight crew members bought with their own money and through private donations and delivered to the city, 

By May of 1949 Stalin realized they meant business and he relented.  He lifted the blockade and routine overland supply routes were re-established.,

but – who looks bad in all this?  and who looks pretty good?  How’s that Public Relations campaign for communism going there Uncle Joe?

IN May of 1949 “free” Germany officially became the Federal Republic of Germany or West Germany – including West Berlin,  and the Soviet occupied portion shortly after became known as the German Democratic Republic, or East Germany, it included East Berlin. 

NATO – US, Britain, France, Canada, Denmark, Iceland, Italy, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Norway, Portugal

North Atlantic Treaty Organization – April 4 1949 -- created out of 12 northern European nations and the US joined in a military alliance agreeing to come to the aid of any member nation that was attacked.

First peace time military alliance for US – later others also join: Turkey and Greece join in 1952, West Germany in 1955

NATO keeps a standing army of 500,000 men, and thousands of tanks, planes and other equipment at the ready in case, well, just in case. 

So both sides are now armed and eye to eye….. so what’s next?

