Chapter 12 Politics of the Roaring Twenties
Trends in US

WWI leaves public exhausted 

Debate over League of Nations divides people

Returning soldiers face unemployment, or booted people out of their old jobs

The cost of living doubles, war’s end means reduced markets for farmers and factories

Americans turn inward, develop a fear and distrust of outsiders/foreigners – nativism and isolationism sweep the country

Communist revolution in Russia spurs paranoia in the U.S. – Communism was an attempt to equalize wealth and power by the gov’t taking over industry and private property

1919 Bolshevik revolution – Czar and family are killed, Lenin et. al. take over – call for worldwide Communist revolution

70,000 radicals in the U.S. form the US Communist Party  -- bombs were mailed to gov’t and bizzes – US Atty Gen A. Mitchell Palmer steps up to fight the “Red Scare”

August 1919 Palmer appoints J. Edgar Hoover as special assistant – they hunted down suspected Commies, socialists, anarchists -- trample rights, jail people without counsel, deport hundreds of foreign born radicals wo trial

Sacco an dVanzetti – a couple of Italians May 1920 accused of the robbery and murder of a factory paymaster and his guard in South Braintree Mass, Witnesses said the criminals appeared to be Italians – S and V had alibis and claimed innocence, evidence was circumstantial and the judge made prejudicial remarks to the jury – which found them guilty and sentenced them to death

Protests in the US, Europe, Latin America didn’t stop the executions, August 23 1927 both were executed in the electric chair

LIMITS ON IMMIGRATION – 

Anti-immigrant feeling was always a feature of American life but it reaches a new intensity now – what are the issues?  just about the same as now….jobs, Communists stirring people up threatening the AMERICAN WAY OF LIFE!!

KKK is back in force, adds immigrants and Jews, and Catholics to the list of people it hates and harasses – reaches a peak of 4.5 million members in 1924, but declines after that until the end of the decade

QUOTA SYSTEM –

1919 – 1921 immigrants grow from 141K to 805K 

Congress bows to nativists – institutes a quota system to regulate immigration – limits immigration from European nations, southern and eastern Europeans especially 

Japanese were prohibited – Japan is mad because they kept their part of the Gentlemen’s Agreement of 1907 with TR and felt insulted

no restrictions on immigrants from the western hemisphere 1 mil Canadians and 500K Mexicans during the 1920s

LABOR UNREST

Unions make up for lost time of no strikes during the war

1919 – 3000 strikes – 4 mil workers  -> strikers labeled as Communists

Boston Police Strike – no raise since before the war, strike for higher pay – new workers are hired and old ones not permitted to return to work – public safety
Steel Mill Strike – wanted better working conditions and wages – a union and collective bargaining rights – management won’t meet, sept 1919 300K workers walk off the job. Force is used fiercely against strikers – propaganda: Commies!! Strike ends in Jan 1920, steel companies improved conditions but no union
Coal Miner’s Strike -  Nov 1919 workers strike, defy order to return to work, Wilson directs arbitration but judge, coal miners gat a 27% wage increase
Labor Movement loses appeal – 1920’s gut the movement, membership drops 5m to 3.5 m

· immigrants were willing to work whatever the conditions

· unions had trouble organizing immigrants – no common language

· farmers who had moved to cities were not interested in union membership, independent

· unions excluded African Americans

3% of white US workers were union members but less than 1% of African Americans were – mine workers’, longshoremens’, rail porters’ unions.

SECTION 2 @ p. 419

HARDING PRESIDENCY –

elected 1920, in in 1921 – not exactly a powerhouse guy. Didn’t like details, or conflict… got GB, japan France and Italy to agree no more warships for ten years. 

Nice guy but friend of biz – high tariffs for protection don’t help economic situation in Europe – want 10 bil back loaned to France and Britain for the war – sell goods to US or get $$ from Germany – just makes things worse

US loans $$ to Germany, so Germany can repay loans – interest income on the deal

Resentment about US not paying fair share of WWI, US thinks Brits and France are irresponsible.

Harding’s pals were shady and used their offices to get wealthy through graft and kickbacks.

Sec of Interior gets control of oil reserves from Navy, sells them to his buds for a reduced cost and gets a kickback of 400K – gets caught and convicted

Herbert Hoover and a few others were good guys but the “OhioGang” of cronies caused the pres great grief –

“I have no trouble with my enemies, but oh my friends!  They’re the ones that keep me walking the floor at night!”

Harding dies August 2, 1923 from a heart attack or stroke – 

Next up – Silent Cal Coolidge:

Business of America is business

Easy credit

Automobile takes off, industry spurs rapid expansion of economy, growth of cities – no need for concentration with easy transportation

Airplane industry takes off – mail and passenger flights

america’s standard of living soars – electrical conveniences

dawn of modern advertsing as a biz

Superficial prosperity – lots of goods being produced, P. 426

